Canberra Archaeological Society - 1974-5 by Pike, Graham
Australian Archaeology 
 
 
 
Archived at Flinders University: dspace.flinders.edu.au
 
 
Full Citation Details: 
Pike, G. 1975. Canberra Archaeological Society - 1974-5. 
'Australian Archaeology', no.3, 10-12. 
 
individual  f i l e  card, which contains measurements, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
numbers, relevant f i e l d  notes, reference t o  f i e l d  photographs i f  
any, and an ou t l ine  drawing. A Museum access number l i s t  gives 
cross  reference to  the  f i e l d  number. The f i l e  card system has 
been assembled according t o  the  es tab l i shed  type complexes 
("industries") which a r e  the same as the  s to rage  i n  d isplay 
v i t r i n e s ,  chest  of drawers and s torage racks. 
D r  Alexander Gallus 
CANBERRA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY - 1974-5 
Increasing governmental awareness of t h e  need f o r  conservation 
of not  only the environment but  of t h e  country 's  he r i t age ,  and the  
almost unbelievable speed a t  which Canberra's suburbs a r e  sprawling 
across former grazing lands, have combined t o  g ive  t h e  Canberra 
Archaeological Society (CAS) i ts f i r s t  fieldwork f o r  a couple of 
years. Prompted by the  march of red and grey b r i c k  bungalows which 
devour severa l  hectares  of r o l l i n g  grazing country each week o r  two, 
the Department of the  Capital  Ter r i to ry ,  through its Conservation 
and Agriculture Branch, has commissioned t h e  CAS t o  do a s i te  survey 
i n  the  Gungahlin area  where a new s a t e l l i t e  c i t y  has been pegged out .  
An area of about 75 square kilometres, it is  contained between the  
Barton and Federal Highways, running nor th  and e a s t  of the  Canberra 
City centre ,  and extends from t h e  edges of creeping suburbia t o  t h e  
northernmost border of the  Austral ian Capi ta l  Ter r i to ry .  
Under the  d i rec t ion  of M r  P. Bellwood, Society member and 
l ec tu re r  i n  the  Austral ian National Univers i ty ' s  Department of 
Prehistory and Anthropology, members have i n  the  f i r s t  day of the  
survey, located nine s c a t t e r s  of a r t i f a c t s ,  bu t  n o t  necessa r i ly  any 
d i s t i n c t  s i t e s .  A pa t t e rn  has not  y e t  emerged, bu t  with an expected 
40 Society members and volunteers,  broken i n t o  groups of f i v e ,  
surveying the  area i n  the  next two f u l l  days of fieldwork, a p i c t u r e  
of the archaeological value of t h e  a rea  must emerge f o r  t h e  f i n a l  
report  t o  the government before Christmas . 
I ron ica l ly ,  a few of the  CAS members helping with the  f i e l d -  
work a r e  public servants  who have been involved i n  the  planning of 
Gungahlin which w i l l ,  within a decade, be the  hunting grounds of 
milk bar  cowboys. Public servants form a high percentage of t h e  
membership of the  Society - a s  would be expected i n  the  pub l i c  
se rv ice  c a p i t a l  - but students and profess ional  p reh i s to r i ans ,  
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a rchaeo log i s t s  and anthropologis t s ,  l a rge ly  from the  Aust ra l ian  
Nat ional  Univers i ty ,  make up the  balance. To ta l  membership s tands  
a t  64, comprising 17 s tuden t s  and 47 'ordinary'members. This 
compares wi th  59 'o rd inary '  members and 26 s tuden t s  last year ,  
The Soc ie ty ' s  b e s t  yea r  membership wise. This  high membership 
coincided wi th  a high a v a i l a b i l i t y  and ref reshing  v a r i e t y  of 
speakers  from the  Soc ie ty ' s  meetings, u sua l ly  held monthly. But 
a s  M r  T. Power, last  y e a r ' s  s ec re t a ry  put  i n  i n  h i s  annual repor t :  
'. . .we had s o  many speakers  w e  had t o  put  on th ree  s p e c i a l  meetings'. 
We were e s p e c i a l l y  fo r tuna te  t h a t  Professor  J. Desmond Clark 
pa id  a f l y i n g  v i s i t  t o  Canberra i n  Apr i l  (1974) and we were ab le  t o  
g e t  him t o  speak on t h e  l a t e s t  a rchaeologica l  d iscover ies  i n  Africa. 
On t h e  fol lowing n igh t  we were honoured with a b r i l l i a n t  l e c t u r e  on 
t r e e  r i n g  d a t i n g  by D r  W. Ferguson of t h e  Universi ty of Arizona, 
Tucson, and a p ioneer  i n  dendrochronological research. Our t h i r d  
s p e c i a l  meeting saw a depa r tu re  from p reh i s to ry  and an excursion 
i n t o  t h e  realm of h i s t o r i c a l  archaeology when D r  E. Wood, author 
of t h e  ColZins Field Guide t o  ArchaeoZogy i n  Britain, gave an 
i l l u s t r a t e d  l e c t u r e  on t h e  Fores t  g l a s s  indus t ry  i n  England. 
The h igh  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s tandard w a s  maintained i n  the  
Socie ty ' s  ord inary  meetings. The year  opened with an i n t e r e s t i n g  
d e s c r i p t i o n  of  Great  Basin archaeologica l  research  from D r  J. O'Connell, 
a Research Fellow i n  ANu's Department of Prehis tory ,  Research School 
of P a c i f i c  S tudies .  I n  Apr i l ,  M r  R. Lampert, Senior Research Fellow 
i n  t h e  Department of P reh i s to ry ,  courageously theor ised  on the  
p r e h i s t o r i c  occupation of  Kangaroo Is land .  
It was d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  a t o p i c  f o r  our May meeting. We 
could have only  one t a l k  from Professor  N. Tindale and with h i s  
long experience over a v a s t  range of t op ic s  i t  was hard t o  f ind  
the  p e r f e c t  sub jec t .  However, we eventua l ly  decided on a t a l k  on 
t h e  K a i a d i l t  people of Bentink Is land ,  followed by two f i lms  from 
the  famous Tindale c o l l e c t i o n .  
The geomorphology of  t he  Lake Mungo l u n e t t e ,  500 m i l e s  west 
of Canberra is n o t  an easy sub jec t  bu t  a t  t he  June meeting 
D r  J. Bowler, Fellow i n  t h e  Department of Biogeography and 
Geomorphology, Research School of P a c i f i c  S tudies ,  made i t  seem so 
i n  a l u c i d  p re sen ta t ion .  He was followed i n  Ju ly  by M r  R. Luebbers, 
a PhD s tuden t  i n  t he  Department of P reh i s to ry ,  who spoke about h i s  
important  pea t  bog s i t e  of  Wyrie Swamp. 
W e  had another  change of f i e l d  i n  August . Pathologis t  , 
Professor  A. Robertson, of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of Pathology, Case Western 
Reserve Univers i ty ,  Ohio, presented evidence f o r  hea r t  d isease  i n  
e a r l y  h i s t o r i c  times, which l ed  t o  a prolonged d iscuss ion  on the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  of pathology t o  cu l tu re .  I n  September, D r  I. McBryde 
of ANu's Department of P reh i s to ry  and Anthropology, gave an 
exhaust ive survey of t he  p r e h i s t o r i c  subs is tence  pa t t e rns  of the  
New England a rea ,  leaving  a l l  gasping but  much more informed. 
October brought another  unusual t op ic ,  but  an extremely 
i n t e r e s t i n g  one. Always an i n t e r e s t i n g  speaker,  M r  R. Wright, 
Associate  Professor  of Anthropology a t  the  Universi ty of Sydney, 
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captivated h i s  audience with an expose of the  h i s t o r y  of the  
game of Merelles o r  n ine  men's morris. T h i s  was followed by a 
Merelles tournament among the  audience using roasted and 
unroasted coffee beans. 
A quick tour of China with M r  A. Thorne, Research Fellow 
i n  the  Department of Prehistory,  Research School of P a c i f i c  
Studies, as our  guide was the  l e c t u r e  f o r  November, i n  which sites 
l i k e  Choukoutien, the  Forbidden City and the Great W a l l ,  came t o  
l i f e  with some unique s l ides .  The December meeting was the 
Christmas par ty  and i t  was appropriate t h a t  such a l ighthear ted  
occasion should be accompanied by a l ighthear ted  t a lk .  Ms S. 
Bowdler, a PhD student i n  the  Department of Prehis tory ,  supplied 
j u s t  tha t  when she to ld  us about women's c r i c k e t  i n  Por t  Moresby. 
This year, l e c t u r e  topics  have taken t h e  soc ie ty  from 
M r  P. Bellwood's account of archaeological  expedit ions i n  North 
Africa and I ran ,  1964-66, t o  a geologis t ' s  view of Arnhem Land, 
a look a t  p reh i s to r i c  a r t  from D r  A. Rosenfeld's s i te  a t  Laura, 
Queensland, an expose of MS S. ~ o w d l e r ' s  work on the  ' f i r s t  
Tasmanians' from Hunter Is land,  through t o  M r  G. McCall's account 
of the  archaeology of Easter Is land and d e t a i l s  of paleo-ecology 
i n  Austral ian archaeology from D r  D. Horton, paleo-ecologist a t  t h e  
Austral ian I n s t i t u t e  of Aboriginal Studies.  
The Society flew i n  M r  R. Wright from Sydney t o  l e c t u r e  on 
h i s  excavations a t  Lancefield, Victoria.  The s i te  is being 
investigated t o  answer questions about t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of p r e h i s t o r i c  
man and ex t inc t  species of marsupials. 
An al l-night  f e s t i v a l  of f i lms on prehis tory  and anthropology, 
both new and very old ,  is being planned f o r  t h e  December meeting and 
Christmas party.  
The in te rna t iona l  f lavour of the  1974 meetings is l i k e l y  t o  
be repeated next year when severa l  overseas p reh i s to r i ans  and 
anthropologists  v i s i t  the Austra l ian  National Universi ty,  some f o r  
the  1976 University lectures.  The public l e c t u r e s ,  which a r e  a major 
pa r t  of the Universi ty 's  calendar, a r e  based on prehis tory  and w i l l  
carry the  theme, 'Origins'.  
A membership d r ive  i s  a l so  planned f o r  next year.  The Society 
w i l l  approach the  public through the  media and pub l i c i se  more the  
a c t i v i t i e s  of the  CM. This year,  one newspaper advertisement a lone 
a t t r a c t e d  an ex t ra  l a r g e  audience t o  a Society l e c t u r e  and many new 
members from the  general public joined up. 
There is a l s o  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of the  Society excavating a 
s i t e  40 miles south of Canberra and the continuation of survey work. 
With these plans and devices,  the Society hopes t o  inc rease  the  
understanding of prehistory,  archaeology and anthropology among the  
non-professionals i n  these f i e l d s  who inhabi t  the  b r i c k  bungalows on the  
former Canberra hunting grounds. 
Graham Pike 
Secretary 
Canberra Archaeological Society 
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